Chorioamnionitis and brain injury.
The limited available evidence supports a strong association of chorioamnionitis with neonatal encephalopathy and CP in the term infant. The association of chorioamnionitis with depressed Apgar scores or neonatal seizures and with CP is equivocal in the preterm infant. Different study results may be related to differences in study populations, perhaps specifically to differences in susceptibility by stages of neurologic development as well as differences in gene frequencies associated with inflammation and thrombophilia. We require further understanding of the normal roles of cytokines in brain development, pregnancy, and inflammatory homeostasis before clinical interventions directed at cytokines, their receptors, or the inflammatory process are considered.